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HISTORIC 

Lewis Brooks H a l l  o f  Na tu ra l  H i s t o r y  
AND/OR COMMON 

Brooks H a l l ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a  (P re fe r red )  

 LOCATION 50 yards  NE of the Rotunda ,  

STREET& NUMBER U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a  Grounds 
-NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
C h a r l o  t t e s v i l l e  - VICINITY OF Seventh (J. Kenneth  Robinson) 

STATE , CODE COUNTY CODE 
V i r g i n i a  5 1 ( In C i t y )  540 

 CLASSIFICATION 
CATEG 0 R Y OWNERSHIP STATUS 

-DISTRICT EPUBLIC LOCCUPIED 
LBUILDING~) -PRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED 
-STRUCTURE -BOTH -WORK IN  PROGRESS 

-SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
-OBJECT -IN PROCESS XYES: RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED -YES. UNRESTRICTED 
* -NO 

PRESENT USE 
-AGRICULTURE -MUSEUM 

-COMMERCIAL -PARK 

XEDUCATIONAL -PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 

-GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

-INDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

-MILITARY -OTHER. 

NAME U n i v e r s i t y  of V i r g i n i a  c / o  Dr. Frank Hereford ,  P r e s i d e n t  
. - - - - - - .- 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY TOWN STATE 

C h a r l o  t t e s v i l l e  - VICINITY OF V i r g i n i a  

  LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. C i t y  H a l l  

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY TOWN STATE 

C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e  V i r g i n i a  

a REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks C o m m i s s i o n  Survey 
DATE 

1975 -FEDERAL XSTATE -COUNTY -LOCAL 
DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEYRECORDS V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Richmond V i r g i n i a  



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

-EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED 

XGOOD - e x t e r i o r  -RUINS 

&FAIR - i n t e r i o r  -UNEXPOSED 

-UNALTERED XORIGINALSITE 
XALTERED -MOVED DATE 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Brooks Hal l  i s  a  t h r e e  s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  wi th  a  basement and p a r t i a l  a t t i c .  A t  
t h e  f r o n t  i s  a  v e s t i b u l e / s t a i r  h a l l  wi th  i t s  o r i g i n a l  walnut s t a i r  i n t a c t .  
Behind, incorpora t ing  t h e  ma jo r i ty  of t h e  i n t e r i o r ,  was a  l a r g e  e x h i b i t i o n  h a l l  
o r i g i n a l l y  open through two s t o r i e s  wi th  p ro jec t ing  balconies  on the  second l e v e l .  
The t h i r d  f l o o r  he ld  another  e x h i b i t i o n  space. Recently (c. 1958) t h e  second 
l e v e l  was f i l l e d  i n ,  and a l l  t h r e e  s t o r i e s d i v i d e d  t o  c r e a t e  classrooms and o f f i c e s .  
The o r i g i n a l  c a s t - i r o n  columns a r e  s t i l l  v i s i b l e  but  the  i n f i l l i n g  of  the  second 
f l o o r  has n e c e s s i t a t e d  t h e  in t roduc t ion  of exposed s t r u c t u r a l  s t e e l  i n  t h e  f i r s t  
f l o o r  and basement. The basement r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  d i v i s i o n  but i t ,  l i k e  a l l  
a r e a s ,  has rece ived  cosmetic changes. 

On t h e  e x t e r i o r ,  the  b i i l d i n g  r evea l s  i t s e l f  a s  a  f i n e  example of t h e  Second Empire 
S w l e .  The m a t e r i a l s  a r e  b r i ck  wi th  s tone  t r i m .  There a r e  t h r e e  bays on the  f r o n t  
and r e a r ,  and s ix  on. each s i d e .  The f r o n t  has a  p ro jec t ing  ent rance  p a v i l i o n  topped 
by a  s t e e p  mansard roof wi th  a  c a s t - i r o n  c r e s t i n g  a t  t h e  top; t h e  s i d e s  have pro- 
j e c t i n g  e n d , p a v i l i o n s  f lanking  the  four-bay recessed cknter .  The f i r s t -  and aecond- 
s t o r y  windows a r e  uni ted  under semic i r cu la r  arches flanked by p i l a s t e r  s t r i p s .  
Each of t h e  s tone  a r c h i v o l t s  i n  the  corner  bays have keystones carved i n  the  shape 
of  an animal head. T h e  ent rance  doorway has a semic i rcular  a rch  supported on two 
pink g r a n i t e  columns. Approach t o  t h e  bui ld ing  is  by massive curving s tone  s t e p s .  
The t h i r d  f l o o r  l i n e  is marked by a  s tone  band embossed wi th  t h e  names of famous 

,: n a t u r a l  s c i e n t i s t s .  The t h i r d - s t o r y  windows a r e  s e t  under segmental s tone  archeg, 
, aga in  wi th  b r i ck  p i l a s t e r  s t r i p s  and animal-head keystones i n  t h e  corner  bays. 
, . .. . There i s  a  b r i ck  co rn ice  wi th  d e n t i l s ,  and t w o b r i c k  chimneys on each s i d e .  The 

, . whole. bui ld ing  i s  topped wi th  a s t e e p  hipped roof .  

A complete s e t  of p re sen ta t ion  and working drawings is  a v a i l a b l e  i n  the  Univers i ty  
of  V i rg in i a  a rchives .  



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 
-PREHISTORIC 

-1400-1499 

-1 500-1 699 

L1600-1699 

-1700-1799 

X1800-1899 
-1900. 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC -COMMilNIN PLANNING -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE -RELIGION 
ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC -CONSERVATION -LAW -SCIENCE 

-PIGRICULTURE -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE 
~ , "  

-SCULPTURE 
X~RCHITECTURE XEDUCATION -MILITARY -SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 
A R T  -ENGINEERING -MUSIC -THEATER 
-COMMERCE -EXPLORATlON/SETTL~W : :+PHII;OS@PHY -TRANSPORTATION 
-COMMUNICATIONS -INDUSTRY -POLITICS/GOVERNMENT -OTHER (SPECIFY) 

-INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1876 BUlLDERlARCHlTECT John R. Thomas (1848-1901 ) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Brooks Hal l  occupies a  unique p lace  i n  the  h i s t o r y  and f a b r i c  of the  Un ive r s i ty  of 
Virg in ia .  It was donated t o  the  Un ive r s i ty  a s  a  museum of n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y  by 
Lewis Brooks (1793-1877), a  Rochester ph i l an th rop i s t .  Brooks l e f t  t h e  coordina- 
t i o n  of t h e  p ro jec t  t o  Henry A. Ward (1834-1906), a  wel l  known a u t h o r i t y  on 
n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y  c o l l e c t i o n s .  Brooks Hal l  was one of t h e  e a r l i e s t  n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y  
museums i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  The museum i l l u s t r a t e s  a  c e n t r a l  preoccupat ion of 
the  age, an i n t e r e s t  i n  Darwinian evo lu t ion  and t h e  new world of sc ience .  

Fu r the r ,  t h e  bu i ld ing  is one of two u n i v e r s i t y  s t r u c t u r e s  ( the  o t h e r  i s  t h e  Chapel) 
t h a t  i s  i n  a  l a t e  n ine teenth-century  e c l e c t i c  s t y l e :  here a  f r e e l y  i n t e r p r e t e d  
example of  the  Second Empire S t y l e .  I ts a r c h i t e c t  was John R. Thomas (1848-1901) 
from Rochester,  New York. He b u i l t  many e c l e c t i c  s t y l e d  bui ld ings ,  and was c a l l e d ,  
i n  the  1899 e d i t i o n  of t h e  National  Cyclopedia of American Biography, "America's 
leading  a r c h i t e c t . "  Three of  h i s  most famous bui ld ings  a r e  the  Squad A 8 t h  Regiment 
National  Guard Armory, New York C i ty  (1890); t h e  Hal l  of Records, New York C i t y  
(1896); and t h e  Calvary Bap t i s t  Church (1882) a l s o  i n  New York. I f  h i s  fame has 
been e c l i p s e d  i t  i s  most ly because of  the  d i s f avor  i n  which Vic to r i an  a r c h i t e c t u r e  
has been he ld  u n t i l  r ecen t ly .  

F i n a l l y ,  Brooks Hal l  occupies an important physical  p lace  on the  Un ive r s i ty  Grounds. 
It i s  t h e  f o c a l  po in t  f o r  t h e  no r theas t  s e c t i o n  of the  Grounds, being t h e  f i r s t  
u n i v e r s i t y  bu i ld ing  t h a t  is  seen  coming west on Univers i ty  Avenue. The bui ld ing  
forms, wi th  i t s  surrounding t r e e s ,  a  p leasant  boundary t o  t h i s  thoroughfare. The 
s e l e c t i o n  of the  s i t e  f o r  Brooks Hal l  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  no r th  approach t o  t h e  
Rotunda and Lawn was becoming t h e  dominant enFrance t o  t h e  Un ive r s i ty  i n  t h e  l a t e  
n ine teen th  century .  Although t h e r e  i d  cons iderable  i n t e r e s t  i n  i t s  p rese rva t ion ,  
t h e  bui ld ing  i s  s l a t e d  f o r  demoli t ion by 1980. 
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 FORM PREPARED BY (2) (see cont inuat ion  Sheet 111) 
NAMEITITLE -- 

(1) Mark Reinberger,  Undergraduate Student  of Arch i t ec tu ra l  History . 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Un ive r s i ty  of V i rg in i a  School of Archi tec ture  December 1976 
STREET& N U M B E R  TELEPHONE 

C a m ~ b e l l  Hal l  (804) 92L-3715 
p~~ 

CITY O R ~ N  STATE 

C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e  Virg in ia  22903 

 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OFTHIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL STATE LOCAL - . . 
, As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer forthe National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). 1 

on in the National Register and certity that it has been evaluated according to  the 
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